NOW: Our candles on the
Altar and on the Menorah
are also fueled by oil. Oil
represents the Holy Spirit.
As the light of the Lampstand
enabled the priests to do their
tasks, we need the Holy Spirit
to do God's work. The reading
of God's Word and preaching also help
illuminate God's Word to us.
The Bread of the Presence
THEN: This was a grain offering that was
prepared at God's
command.
Bread was so
important to
God that He
commanded 12 loaves
be kept before Him at
all times on a golden table in the Tabernacle.
NOW: For us, Jesus is the Bread of Life. His
Body and Blood, in the form of bread and wine
that has been consecrated but not consumed, is
kept in a special repository called a Tabernacle
directly behind the Altar. A red light to the left of
the Tabernacle signifies its presence—the Grace
and Mercy of God in a place of honor.
The Altar of Incense
THEN: God commanded
incense to be burned
“morning and evening, a
perpetual incense before
the Lord throughout all
generations.” (Ex. 30:8)

NOW: Our Altar of Incense is located in front of the
Altar. According to Scripture, the prayers we offer
rise as incense to God (Rev. 8:3-4). So too, our prayers
and worship must precede anything we do (Ps. 141:2).

THE

HOLY OF HOLIES – “THE LIFE”

OF OUR

THEN: The only furnishing here was the Ark of the
Covenant, which contained, among other things, a
copy of the Five Books of the Law (Torah). Atop the
Ark sat the Mercy Seat of God. Only the High Priest
could enter the Holy of Holies, once a year, to apply
blood on the Mercy Seat as a propitiation for the sins
of the people.

THE

NOW: In the Chapel, the Holy of Holies is
represented by the Altar and Tabernacle area. Here,
we receive our Lord in the form of consecrated bread
and wine. The same word used for Mercy Seat in the
Old Testament was used in Romans 3, “Jesus Christ
is the propitiation for our sins.”
The flow of the service
has led us to this time and
place. Our worship
should now be at its
highest as God gives
us His Body and
Blood—His Real
Presence — and
confirms once again
that He died for us
when we were yet sinners, and that He will be with us
eternally.
The Blood of Jesus changes the Throne of
A cord of three strands is
Judgment
(thebroken.
Law) into the Throne of Grace (Heb.
not quickly
4:16). Jesus has become, for us, the Mercy Seat. If we
ever move off the Mercy Seat, we face what is under
it — the Law.
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The interior of the Chapel of Divine Mercy
replicates, as faithfully as possible, the Tabernacle
God described in Exodus 25. We are told in
Hebrews that this earthly Tabernacle is a copy of
the heavenly one. How better to worship God than
to worship Him as does the whole company in
heaven. In Acts (15:16-17 NRSV) we are told that
God will restore David’s Tabernacle for the
worship of those who bear Christ’s name.

The Tabernacle consisted of three areas, each
entered through a curtained “gate” named as
follows: the Outer Courtyard through “The
Way”; the Holy Place through “The Truth”; and
the Holy of Holies through “The Life.” We can
see why Jesus referred to himself as “the Way,
the Truth, and the Life.”
Each “gate” was made by weaving together three
or four colors. We use these colors in our
Liturgical Year:
• Blue for the Son of God (Advent) (1 Cor. 15:47-48)
• Purple for the King of Kings (Lent) (Mk.15:17-18)
• Scarlet for the blood of Jesus the Savior (Pentecost)
(Heb. 9: 7-11)
• White (Fine Linen) for the righteousness of believers
(celebrations like Christmas, Easter, and Burials)
(Rev. 19:8)

THE OUTER COURT – “THE WAY”
THEN: “The Way” served as the entrance to the
Tabernacle. The first and largest furnishing there

was the Altar of Sacrifice where
the animal offerings were made.
Also in this area was the Laver, filled
with water, which represented
Sanctification or separation from
the world. The Israelites were
commanded to sanctify or cleanse
themselves before approaching God (Ex. 30:20-21).
NOW: “The Way” represents
New Birth or Baptism. Jesus is
our perfect sacrifice, given once.
Just inside the front doors to our
Chapel is a large wooden cross. It
represents the Altar of Sacrifice, and
its size is symbolic of its importance.

and make the sign of the cross. This act of
devotion indicates their desire to separate
themselves from the world through heart-felt
worship. We continue to cleanse ourselves
before a holy God by beginning our services with
a time of confession and repentance.

THE HOLY PLACE – “THE TRUTH”
THEN: Only the priests could enter the Holy
Place to worship.
NOW: In the Chapel, the entire Priesthood of
Believers (I Peter 2:5, 9) enters the seating area of
the sanctuary for worship of a Holy God.
There were three items in the Holy Place:
The Lampstand

Near the cross is a Holy Water container which
represents the Laver. Upon entering, many
worshipers choose to dip their hands into the water

THEN: The lampstand was fueled by oil and
enabled the priests to do their work.

