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On the evening after Passover, God told the Hebrew
people exiting Egypt not to allow their bread to rise.
They were to grab everything and leave quickly.
The ancient peoples used to gather yeast on grape
leaves to leaven their bread if they needed to speed
up the process, but God told them to not let any
leavening touch the dough. They were to just bake it
and go. God then told them that, in the future, they
were to commemorate this feast by getting all yeast
out of the house for seven days (Lev. 23:6).
Leaven, in the Bible, represents sin. The God of Israel
asked for a week of eating “sinless” bread. In the New
Testament, unleavened bread is the body of our Lord.
He is described as "the Bread of Life" (Lechem
haChayim). He was born in Bethlehem which, in
Hebrew, means, "House of Bread" (Bet Lechem).
The Feast of Unleavened Bread signifies a holy
walk. As we walk in Christ, “the Bread of Life,” we
demonstrate a continuous keeping of this feast,
which is exactly our instruction from the Apostle
Paul: “Therefore, let us keep the feast, not with old
leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and
wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of
sincerity and truth” (I Cor. 5:8).

The Feast of First Fruits is celebrated by Christians as
Easter or Resurrection Sunday. Historically, it was the
day that the Hebrew slaves went down into the Red Sea
and emerged alive on the other side. This event set the
Israelites free as the First Fruits from Egyptian
bondage. When God brought the children of Israel into
the Promised Land, they were to bring the first fruits of
their barley harvest to the priest as a wave offering to
God. Thus, they expressed their gratitude for God’s
blessing and their trust in His ongoing provision. No
grain was to be harvested at all until the first fruits
offering was brought to the Lord (Leviticus 23:14).

CELEBRATING THE FIRST THREE

Jesus’ resurrection on the Feast of First Fruits was
like a wave offering presented before the Father as
the “first fruits” of the overwhelming harvest of souls
at the end of the age. Jesus was not the first one ever
to rise from the dead (1 Kings 17:17-22; John 11:32-44);
however, He was the first one to return to life who
would never die again. Jesus was the first fruit of all
who, subsequently, would arise from death, never to
die again.
“But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the
first fruits of those who are asleep. For since by a man
came death, by a man also came the resurrection of
the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all
shall be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ
the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His
coming,...” (I Corinthians 15:20-23).
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have been a Seder. The Apostle Paul described Jesus as
“our Passover, sacrificed for us,” and instructed
believers to “keep the Feast with the unleavened bread
of sincerity and truth” (1 Corinthians 5:7).

CELEBRATE
The seven festivals of the Lord found in Leviticus
23 were given by God to teach His people the role
the Messiah would play in redeeming and
restoring creation back to God. They help us
understand God's plan of redemption for the
world and our personal relationship to Him
(Rom.15:4). They foreshadow things to come (Col.
2:16-17, Heb. 10:1, I Cor. 10:1-6,11). They are called
“holy convocations” which actually means
“rehearsals.”
The first three spring festivals, Passover,
Unleavened Bread, and First Fruits, overlap.
They present a portrait of the death, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus. (The fourth and final
spring feast, Pentecost, is held 50 days following
the morning after Passover).
• Jesus is the Passover Lamb of God: “Behold,
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world!” (John 1:29)
• Jesus is the Unleavened Bread of Life: “I am
the living bread that came down out of
heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he shall
live forever; and the bread also which I shall
give for the life of the world is My flesh.”
(John 6:51)

• Jesus is the First Fruits: “But now Christ has
been raised from the dead, the first fruits of
those who are asleep.” (1 Corinthians 15:20)

Passover begins the Jewish festival year and is the
Feast of Salvation. Historically, Passover marks the
national liberation of the Hebrews from Egyptian
slavery (Exodus 12:2-11, Leviticus 23). Pesach, the Hebrew
name of the feast, literally means “the lamb”. There are
50 references to Passover in the Old Testament — far
more than to any other feast. The commandment to
keep the feast was actually the first law Moses
conveyed to the people. The initial meal of lamb, bitter
herbs, and unleavened bread was to be repeated every
year on the same night that Egypt's first born sons died
while the angel of death "passed over" the Jewish
homes with the blood of the lamb on their door posts.
Today, everyone present at the Seder ceremony is
instructed to re-live the Exodus personally, as if they
themselves were delivered from slavery and chosen
for a divine mission. Each item on the Passover plate
symbolizes a particular aspect of the redemptive
experience, from the bitterness of slavery to the joy of
liberation. The Seder also instills a confidence in the
promised Messianic redemption. This one Festival has
been of incredible importance in establishing and
preserving the identity of the Jewish people throughout
both good and bad times in their history.
The Passover is mentioned 37 times in the New
Testament. Jesus clearly observed Passover
throughout his lifetime and the Last Supper, which
was held during Passover, is generally thought to

In both testaments, the blood of the Lamb delivers
from slavery — the Jew from Egypt, the Christian
from sin. In the New Testament, Jesus serves as the
sacrificial lamb. It is no coincidence that He was
sacrificed on Passover. In Egypt, the Jew marked
his house with the blood of the lamb. Today, the
Christian marks his house — his body, "the house of
the spirit" — with the blood of Christ.
The celebration of Passover, however, is about more
than deliverance from the slavery of sin; it is about
the liberation of our mind and soul from the illusions
of the world. For Christians, this is our redemptive
experience — from the bitterness of slavery in sin to
the joy of liberation in Jesus Christ.
As the “lamb of God” slain for the redemption of all
mankind, Jesus is presented in the New Testament
as having fulfilled all the typology of the Passover
Lamb in a spiritual sense. The Passover is rich in
symbols that actually point to the atoning work of
Christ at Calvary, here are three:
• The Passover lamb “must be a male without
defect” (Ex. 12:5). Jesus was free from the defect of
sin.
• “All of the community must slaughter the Lamb”
(Ex. 12:6). Jesus died on the cross covered with the
sin of us all.
• The soldiers did not break the legs of Jesus as was
customary during crucifixion because no bones
of the Passover lamb were to be broken
(Ex. 12:46).

