Just as Shavuot at Mount Sinai is considered the
day on which Judaism was born, Pentecost
marks the birth of the Christian church by the
power of the Holy Spirit that came down on
those in the Upper Room on the Feast of
Shavuot.

Jesus died the Friday of Passover week and had to be
buried hastily before the Sabbath began at sunset.
His body remained in the borrowed sepulchre
throughout the Sabbath day, but on that Sunday
morning, when the priest was to offer the First Fruits
offering in the Temple, Christ arose from the dead,
the first fruits of them that slept (I Cor. 15:20). For
forty ensuing days, the Lord appeared to His
disciples in His resurrection body, and then
ascended into Heaven. Ten days later, the Sunday of
the Feast of Pentecost, the twelve apostles, Jesus'
mother and family, and many of His disciples — a
total of 120 persons — gathered in Jerusalem to
celebrate Shavuot. Suddenly, a sound like that of a
rushing wind filled the house where they were
praying, and tongues of fire descended and rested
over each of their heads.
This was the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on
human flesh promised by God through the prophet
Joel. The disciples went out into the streets and
boldly preached to the huge crowds gathered for the
festival. By a miracle of the Holy Spirit, they spoke
in the native languages of the people present who
were from all corners of the Roman Empire. The
crowds were astounded, and about three thousand
converts were baptized that day (Acts 2:1-41).
Pentecost is considered the birthday of the Church.
Red is the liturgical color for this day, recalling both
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the tongues of flame in which the Holy Spirit
descended on the first Pentecost, and the blood of the
martyrs — those in every generation who, by the
power of the Holy Spirit, hold firm to the true faith
even at the cost of their lives. The Season after
Pentecost is centered on sanctification, the work of
the Holy Spirit in the day to day life of the Christian.

CELEBRATING

The Christian calendar commemorates three "megafestivals" just as there were three required of
believers by God in Leviticus. The first two,
Christmas and Easter, are probably more well known
to both believers and non-believers than the third,
Pentecost. God the Father's wonderful Christmas gift
of His one and only Son, and Christ's Easter triumph
over the power of sin, death, and the devil would be
of no benefit to us if the Holy Spirit did not give us the
gift of saving faith and the power to live the Christian
life. Through the Word and Sacraments, the Holy
Spirit gives us the power to believe and trust in Christ
as our Savior. This precious gift of faith in the saving
work of our Lord Jesus Christ is the reason we
celebrate Pentecost with such joy and thanksgiving.
On Shavuoth, a wave offering of two loaves of
bread made of fine flour and leaven is presented to
the Lord. They represent the Jew and non-Jew
together as one body in Jesus. Made of fine flour,
the loaves symbolize Jesus’ perfect righteousness.
The leaven represents the sin in the lives of the Jew
and the non-Jew until Jesus’ return.
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PENTECOST
The Giving of the Torah

Shavuot commemorates the single most important
event in Jewish history— the giving of the Torah at
Mount Sinai. It was one of God's three main
pilgrimage festivals, where the entire nation
was to gather in Jerusalem for worship,
celebration, and study. (As you read the time
summary below, remember that, for Christians,
the unblemished Passover lamb is Jesus who
was without sin — as symbolized by the
unleavened bread.)
According to the sages: The new moon of Nisan
marks the start of sacred time; Passover
remembers the sacrifice of the Passover Lamb; the
first day of Unleavened Bread remembers the
Exodus from Egypt; the seventh day of
Unleavened Bread (First Fruits) remembers the
crossing of the Red Sea; the counting of the Omer
recalls the 49 days it took the Hebrews to travel
from Egypt to the foot of Mount Sinai; and
Shavuot remembers the giving of the Torah on Mt.
Sinai exactly seven weeks after the Exodus.

entire Jewish nation — 3 million men, women and
children — directly experienced divine support and
revelation and the giving of their Law, the Torah. The
giving of the Torah has indelibly stamped the Jewish
nation with a unique
character, faith, and
destiny. And in the 3,300
years since this event,
To r a h i d e a l s , l i k e
monotheism, justice, and
responsibility, have
become the moral basis
for Western civilization.
Shavuot does not have
“symbols” of the day as
do the other feasts — no
Shofar, no Sukkah, no Chanukah Menorah —
nothing to distract the people of God from the central
focus of Jewish life, the Torah. It is a widespread
custom to stay up the entire night learning Torah.

Thus, Leviticus 23:21 commands: “And you shall
proclaim that day (the fiftieth day) to be a holy
convocation!” Since Shavuot occurs on the 50th day
after Passover, the Greek translators of the Torah
called this day “Pentecost,” meaning “fifty.”

Shavuot services include the custom of reading the
book of Ruth — a non-Jewish woman whose love for
God led her to convert to Judaism. Ruth has a further
connection to Shavuot in that she became the
ancestor of King David, whose birth and death were
both on Shavuot.

After leaving Egypt on the night of Passover, the
Jews traveled into the Sinai desert. There, the

On Shavuot, the synagogue is decorated with
branches and flowers because Mount Sinai

blossomed with flowers on the day the Torah was
given. The Bible also associates Shavuot with the
harvest of wheat and fruits, and marks the bringing of
the first fruits to the Holy Temple as an expression of
thanksgiving. There is also a universal Jewish
tradition of eating dairy foods on Shavuot. The Song
of Songs (4:11) refers to the sweet nourishing value
of Torah by saying: “It drips from your lips, like
honey and milk under your tongue.”
In 1967, the Six Day War ended just a few days
before Shavuot. Israel had reclaimed the Western
Wall, and for the first time in 19 years Jews had
access to the area surrounding the Temple Mount,
Judaism's holiest site. On Shavuot itself, the Wall
became open to visitors, and on that one day, over
200,000 Jews journeyed there by foot. (In
Jerusalem, no cars or buses run on Jewish
holidays.) This "pedestrian pilgrimage" has
become a recurring tradition. Early on Shavuot
morning, after a full night of Torah learning, the
streets of Jerusalem are filled with tens of
thousands of Jews walking to the Western Wall.

