TABERNACLES
After we reflect on our lives and welcome in the
fresh start of a new year on Rosh Hashanah, and
after we fast and turn back to God in repentance
on Yom Kippur, we come to a season that is
called Sukkot, or the Feast of Tabernacles. This is
a celebration of the goodness and the joy of the
Lord. We have come through a solemn period of
reflection and self-evaluation and, hopefully,
have turned back to God to be cleansed. Now is a
time to celebrate our cleansing and renewed
relationship with the Lord.
During Sukkot, usually translated as
“Tabernacles,” or the festival of “Booths,” the
people were commanded to build a hut
(sukkot) and make it their home for seven days.
Leviticus 23:42 identifies this sukkot with the
temporary dwellings in which the Israelites lived
in the wilderness during the Exodus, because
God protected and sustained them during this
time. They had to be able to see through the tops
of these “booths” because God was leading them
with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by
night. The cloud protected them from the burning
sun and the fire warmed them during the cold
night. They may have been wandering in the
wilderness, but they were also wandering in the
supernatural. This is, for us, a picture of what it
means to walk in God's protection and provision.

Sukkot is also the Fall Harvest Festival, Festival of
Dedication (Solomon dedicated the temple), The
Season of our Joy, The Festival of Lights, and The
Feast of the Nations. Zechariah 14:16-18 tells us that
all the nations will be required to come to Jerusalem
and celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles during the
Millennium. If they don't, they will not have rain and
the plagues of Egypt will come upon them. Today's
celebration is a rehearsal of what all the earth will be
doing at that time. The joy of Sukkot was so great that
it became known simply as “THE FEAST.”
There were several special celebrations during the
Feast of Tabernacles. One was the daily Celebration
of Water Pouring. On the last day of the feast, the
priests would pour water on the altar seven times, not
just once, and they would all walk around that altar
seven times, shouting “Save Us!” They were calling
for their Messiah. Jesus stood up at that celebration
and said, “I'm here! I've come to give you living
water” (John 77:2, 37-38).
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Another special celebration was the Festival of
Lights in which four enormous seventy-five-foothigh golden candlesticks were lit each evening in the
Temple court. The light was so bright that all of
Jerusalem was as daylight.
Prophetically, this Feast is a picture of the
Millennium when God will gather us together and
sustain us with 1000 years of peace. The Gospel of
John says that “The Word (Jesus) became flesh and
tabernacled (dwelt) among us.” The fullness of this
feast will be experienced then, when Jesus will reign
on the earth during the Millennium. This will be a
time of great joy for all believers, and the age of
Israel's glory.
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CELEBRATE
The seven festivals of the Lord found in Leviticus
23 were given by God so His people could learn
the role the Messiah would play in redeeming and
restoring creation back to God. Paul states that the
feasts of the Lord are a shadow of things to come
(Col. 2:16-17, Heb. 10:1, I Cor. 10:1-6,11). They help us
understand God's plan of redemption for the world
and our personal relationship to Him (Rom.15:4).
They also set forth the pattern of heavenly things
on earth (Heb. 8:1-2,5; 9:8-9, 23; Ex. 25:8-9, 40; 26:30;
Num. 8:4; Ezek. 43:1-6, 10-12).
The first four feasts – Passover, Unleavened
Bread, First Fruits, and Pentecost – take place in
the spring. Pentecost takes place 50 days after
Passover. Through his life and death, Jesus
Christ has completed these feasts.
The three in the fall festival season begin with
The Feast of Trumpets which is considered
the start of the Jewish New Year and is the
beginning of a period of 10 days of soulsearching known as the High Holy Days,
culminating on the day of Atonement. These two
feasts have to do with the second coming of
Jesus, the Christ (Messiah) and have, of course,
yet to be fulfilled. The last feast of the year, the
Feast of Tabernacles, is observed shortly later as
required in the book of Zechariah.

TRUMPETS
The Feast of Trumpets begins the last 10 days of a 40day period of repentance called the High Holy Days.
On this day rams horns or shofars are blown to awaken
the people from spiritual slumber and to prepare them
to repent and turn to the Lord. Rosh means “new” and
Hashanah means “year,” so this is the spiritual new
year. The greeting is “May you be inscribed and sealed
for a good year.”
In Hebrew, Rosh Hashanah also means the “opening of
the gate.” It is the opening of heaven's gates with the
sound of the trumpet, which is why it is also called the
Feast of Trumpets. We are called to examine our lives
and see where we have departed from God's will. Am I
being kind? Am I forgiving? Am I paying my tithe? Am
I loving? These are not requirements for salvation, but
they are ways of fulfilling the two commandments that
Jesus said fulfilled all the law and the prophets: love
God and love others.
According to the Talmud, God opens up three books of
judgment on Rosh Hashanah. The first, the Book of
the Righteous, has all the names of those who have
returned to God. In the second, the Book of the Wholly
Wicked, all the names of the unrighteous are written.
The third book, has the names of the
intermediates—those who have not jet been judged
and have these ten days, until the Day of Atonement,
to repent and have their names added to the Book of
the Righteous.

ATONEMENT
Rosh HaShanah is also called the “Awesome
Days” as it recognizes: the creation of the world
on this day, the coming Day of Judgment, the
Coronation of the Messiah, the Wedding of the
Messiah, and the resurrection of the dead in God
(the Rapture).
On Rosh Hashanah, the windows or gates of
heaven open; on Yom Kippur, they close. On this
one day of the year, the high priest entered the
Holy of Holies to sprinkle the blood of a
sacrificed animal on the Mercy Seat and to send
a goat to die in the wilderness to cleanse the
people and the nation from their sins. This is the
most solemn day of the Jewish calendar and is
spent fasting and praying. It is a day when
Jewish people go to synagogue, even if they
haven't gone for the rest of the year. Rabbis teach
that God's love is so great that He hears us every
day of the year, but that on Yom Kippur He is
closer to earth and closer to setting up His
kingdom than on any other day of the year.
The biblical name for the Day of Atonement,
Yom Kippur, means “the day of covering,
pardoning, and reconciling.” It is primarily a day
of repentance, which means “to return,” to stop
doing your sinful actions and do the exact
opposite. This is the day to repent, to turn and
follow God's will and commandments.

